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A dazzling, romantic new fantasy series set in a mix of Elizabethan and frontier worlds from Richelle

Mead, number-one internationally best-selling author of Vampire Academy. Big and sweeping,

spanning the refined palaces of Osfrid to the gold dust and untamed forests of Adoria, The Glittering

Court tells the story of Adelaide, an Osfridian countess who poses as her servant to escape an

arranged marriage and start a new life in Adoria, the New World. But to do that, she must join the

Glittering Court. Both a school and a business venture, the Glittering Court is designed to transform

impoverished girls into upper-class ladies who appear destined for powerful and wealthy marriages

in the New World. Adelaide naturally excels in her training and even makes a few friends: the fiery

former laundress Tamsin and the beautiful Sirminican refugee Mira. She manages to keep her true

identity hidden from all but one: the intriguing Cedric Thorn, son of the wealthy proprietor of the

Glittering Court. When Adelaide discovers that Cedric is hiding a dangerous secret of his own,

together they hatch a scheme to make the best of Adelaide's deception. Complications soon arise -

first as they cross the treacherous seas from Osfrid to Adoria, and later when Adelaide catches the

attention of a powerful governor. But no complication will prove quite as daunting as the potent

attraction simmering between Adelaide and Cedric. An attraction that, if acted on, would scandalize

the Glittering Court and make them both outcasts in wild, vastly uncharted lands....
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* Reviewed by Wendy for North of Normal Book Reviews (dot com)THE GLITTERING COURT by



Richelle Mead is the first book in a YA fantasy series. It has mild language and makes mention of

sexual situations. It may be appropriate for anyone 13+.As a part of nobility, Elizabeth hates her life.

Everything is decided for her including her upcoming nuptials. When an opportunity presents itself,

she impersonates Adelaide, one of her maid servants. She is whisked off to The Glittering Court

where she will learn to be a noble woman in order to marry a wealthy man of her choosing. Now she

must continue the faÃƒÆ’Ã‚Â§ade of a servant to avoid returning to her prior life. As Adelaide, she

makes friends, falls in love and attempts to make a life in a new world.I am a big fan of Richelle

Mead. Her Vampire Academy series is one of the best I have read. I did not feel the same affection

for this book. The story seemed to be all over the place. The bookÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢s title and cover

were misleading in that the Glittering Court was only a portion of the book. It was actually just a

means to end. The people she meets remain with her throughout the book but the Court is not the

focus. I think that was a miss by Mead. The best parts of the book took place before and during

AdelaideÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢s time at the Court and while meeting her suitors. I would have liked that

to be the true story instead of departing to other lands and other plotlines.I give this book 2 stars. I

do not intend to continue the series, which is a shame. I think Mead is a gifted writer and I had

hoped to fall in love with this book.

This book! Be still my heart, this book!Okay, so IÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢ll be honest, from the books

description, I wasnÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢t sure I was going to like The Glittering Court. All of the

comparisons to The Selection had me weary, because I really didnÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢t like that book

very much. The early reviews werenÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢t looking all that good either. (But really, they

were mostly complaining that this is labeled a fantasy, when itÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢s really not.

ItÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢s a fantasy world, but contains no fantasy elements like magic or dragons.) But

you know what? I took a leap and preordered. On April 5, release day, I dove right in and ended up

staying up until two am the night of April 7th finishing. #WorthItTHIS BOOK IS AMAZING! Never

again will I ever doubt Richelle MeadÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢s storytelling abilities. I will read anything and

everything she writes.If the TV shows 'Reign' and 'When Calls The Heart' had a baby, it would be

'The Glittering Court'.When the young Countess of Rothford is forced into an engagement with her

ÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Å“itchyÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â• cousin, she panics. Taking a risky leap, she assumes the

identity of her maid, Adelaide, and takes her place in The Glittering Court. The Glittering Court is

basically a finishing school for young women of the lower castes. For a year they are trained to

behave like noble women, and eventually are to be sent overseas to Adoria to wed the wealthy men

who have made their fortunes in the new world.The first half of the book takes place in the finishing



school of The Glittering Court. Adelaide makes friends with her roommates, Tamsin and Mira, and

ends up with an enemy in mean girl Clara. YouÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢d think this school would be easy

for her, considering she already excels at everything theyÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢re teaching. However, in

order to keep her true identity a secret, she has to purposely fail to avoid attention, which is

sometimes easier said than done.Along the way, the only person who knows her true identity is

Cedric, the son of the man who co-owns The Glittering Court. Their relationship is tenuous at first, if

she is caught theyÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢ll both be in trouble. Big trouble. But along the way they become

friends as well as partners in crime. Adelaide and Cedric partake in some not so legal activities, but

as a reader I couldnÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢t help rooting for them, hoping theyÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢d pull it

off!The second half of the book takes place in Adoria, the new world. Think of it as the wild frontier

of America. Everything is new and dusty, men are staking their claim of land in search of gold, and

taming the wild frontier.As much as I love everything about the nobility, it was the second half of the

book that won me over. Seeing Adelaide so out of her element in Adoria was great. And Cedric,

poor pampered Cedric, such a good sport with where life leads

him!ÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Å“DonÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢t you know that IÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢d lie with you in

groves, under the light of the moon? That IÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢d defy the laws of gods and men for

you?ÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â•The romance was the best part of this book. ItÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢s obvious from

the beginning that Adelaide and Cedric are meant to be. I spent the whole book with my fingers

crossed, hoping they could find a way to be together.And the ending! Oh my, the ending! I

canÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢t say much, except it opens the doors for the next books in this series, which

IÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢ve heard will follow the same time line, but in the POV of

AdelaideÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢s friends, Mira and Tamsin.ÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Å“You need to stop this. Stop .

. . Um, being a heretic.ÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â•ÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Å“ItÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢s not something I can

just stop being. ItÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢s part of me.ÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â•ÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Å“They could kill you

if youÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢re caught!ÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚Â•Richelle also explores many themes in the book,

weaving them seamlessly into a beautiful story I couldnÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢t put down.

ThereÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢s the yearning for true love, and changing your fate to make your own

destiny; religious persecution; friendship and betrayal; etc.Something that is very common in books

these days, especially YA, is to end on a cliffhanger and keep the audience waiting for the next

book. This book could have ended any number of times, but it didnÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢t. Richelle

Mead chose to keep the story going until the actual end of AdelaideÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢s adventure.

Having that true ending helped (a bit) with my P.B.D. (Post Book Depression) upon finishing.This

book is 100% worth the read. So much so that even though I already purchased the Kindle edition,



IÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢m going to be buying the hardback as well to have Richelle sign when

sheÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢s in town next month.

The Glittering Court was not what I expected, yet it was still enchanting.Cedric comes to Countess

of Rothford, ElizabethÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢s home to take a ladyÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢s maid, Adelaide to

his fatherÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢s finishing school, The Glittering Court. There she will be taught the finer

things in life with the exception of making a good marriage match in Adoria- a new frontier. Ade

doesnÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢t go, Adelaide does or more specifically Lizzie pretending to be Adelaide.At

the Glittering Court there are many girls, Adelaide tries her best not to stand out. Then she

discovers why Cedric needs the commission from her marriage. This prompts her to take all of the

tests over again to score the highest scores for the awaiting gentlemen. Their plan was flawless

except they didnÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢t count on falling in love.Adelaide is a strong-willed opinionated

young lady. Instead of embracing a planned future with a cold husband and a controlling mother in

law she embraces the unknown. While the Glittering Court did not teach her anything she

didnÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢t already know it did show the reader her character. She fights for the

underdog, stands up for what she believes in and hates bullies. Her time in Adoria shows us that

she follows her heart. Overall, she is a character the reader can cheer for.Cedric, the main love

interest is charming. He accepts Adelaide for who she is, helps her to escape who she was, and

loves her for who she could be. He is a risk taker- one whoÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢s is a helpless

romantic. He is open-minded and defends Adelaide with all his might.The Glittering Court is an

entertaining love story. Not exactly what I was expecting yet still held my interest. I did end up more

absorbed in MiraÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢s story than AdalaideÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢s. I am looking forward to

the next two in the series.[...]
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